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an artists’ retreat to  
cuyahoga valley national park

For a few days in October, I joined nine of my  
artist friends in Cuyahoga Valley National Park  
for an autumn retreat. For two nights we called  
Stanford House our home, and ventured out each 
day to paint the surrounding area. Cuyahoga  
Valley National Park is a lovely forested area  
snuggled between two of Ohio’s largest  
post-industrial cities, Akron and Cleveland. The area 
joined the National Park Service in the 1970s and is 
anchored along the banks of the Ohio and Erie Canal 
and “the river that sparked the Clean Water Act”. 
Small towns dot the area and there is plenty to do 
and see. The following pages capture our short but 
prolific visit.
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into the forest i gointo the forest i go
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to lose my mindto lose my mind
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and find my souland find my soul
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{what we took home}
Clockwise from top left: An oil painting of the forest by Marty 
Husted; oil paintings of Stanford Farm Barn, trees bordering a 
meadow, and a bridge over the river by Marianne Miller; an oil 
painting of Indigo Lake by Marty Husted.
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Clockwise from top left: A pastel of Brandywine Falls by Mary 
Bauer; a pastel of Stanford Farm Barn and a pastel of au-
tumn leaves along a path by Jan Benham; a graphite drawing 
with some autumn color by Ruth Ann Mitchell, an oil painting 
of a dormant tree at Stanford Farm by Michael Crapser.
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Above: An gouache painting of a farmstead by Nancy Vance. 
Top right to bottom right: The Purple Barn at Stanford Farm, 
Autumn Leaves Along the Railroad, and Entrance to Stanford 
Trail, by Katherine N. Crowley, oil on canvas panel.

“And into the forest I go  
to lose my mind  

and find my soul.” 
– John Muir
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faa}Click here  
to Visit,  
Friend  
& Follow

If you have not been receiving email notifications about the latest issue of The Avant-Garde, become a subscriber at:  
http://www.KatherineCrowley.com/The-Avant-Garde to sign up. You will receive an email that requires you to confirm your request.

{all around the town}
The Columbus Cultural Arts Center 
(http://www.culturalartscenteronline.org) 

“Art and Jazz”, October 8-November 13 
“Out of Tunes”, November 19-December 31

The Columbus Museum of Art (http://www.columbusmuseum.org)
“Through Vincent’s Eyes: Van Gogh and His Sources”,  
November 12, 2021-February 6, 2022

COSI (http://www.cosi.org)
“Marvel: Universe of Super Heroes” opens November 26

The Decorative Arts Center of Ohio (http://www.decartsohio.org/)
“Distinctly Paramount: Fashion & Costume from the Paramount Pictures 
Archive”, June 5, 2021-January 2, 2022

Dublin Arts Council (http://www.dublinarts.org)
“Van Kerkhove and Kowalski: Accomplices”, November 9-December 15

The High Road Gallery and Studios (http://www.highroadgallery.com)
“Energy Never Dies: Alex Stroup”, Through November 20

The King Arts Complex (https://kingartscomplex.com) 
“2021 M(art)in Unites Virtual Exhibition”, Ongoing

McConnell Arts Center (http://www.mcconnellarts.org) 
The gallery is now open by appointment only

“Best of Ohio Plein Air Society”, October 14-December 18

Ohio Craft Museum (https://ohiocraft.org/)
“Gifts of the Craftsmen”, November 7-December 23

OSU Urban Arts Space (http://www.uas.osu.edu)   
Online art exhibits & engagement

“I Can See Clearly Now”, Through-November 15

The Riffe Gallery (http://www.oac.ohio.gov/Riffe-Gallery/Exhibitions)
“2021 Biennial Juried Exhibition”, October 30, 2021-January 7, 2022

The Wexner Center (http://www.wexarts.org) 
“Jacqueline Humphries: jHΩ1:)”, September 18, 2021-January 2, 2022

{performing arts}
CAPA (https://www.capa.com) 
proof of vaccination & masks are required at all capa properties 

“Historically Black Colleges & Universities Chorale Showcase”, Novem-
ber 11, Lincoln Theater 
“One Night with Nikki Glaser”, November 12, Southern Theater 
“Chelsea Handler”, November 13, Palace Theater 
“Aizuri Quartet”, November 13 Southern Theater 
“Hadestown”, November 16-21, Ohio Theater 
“Ron White”, November 19, Palace Theater

CATCO (http://www.catco.org/) 
proof of vaccination & masks are required at all capa properties

 “Mr. Burns: A Post-Electric Play”, October 28-November 14, Riffe Center

Columbus Symphony Orchestra (http://www.columbussymphony.com
proof of vaccination & masks are required at all capa properties

 “Variations on Romanticism”, November 12-13, Ohio Theater

{and beyond}
The Akron Art Museum (http://www.akronartmuseum.org)

“More is More: Visual Richness in Contemporary Art”,  
October 2, 2021-March 27, 2022

The Museum of Fine Arts Boston (http://www.mfa.org)
“Paper Stories, Layered Dreams The Art of Ekua Holmes ”,  
July 17, 2021–January 23, 2022

ICA Boston (http://www.icaboston.org) 
“2021 James and Audrey Foster Prize”, Through January 30, 2022

The Cincinnati Art Museum (http://www.cincinnatiartmuseum.org)
“Kara Walker: Cut to the Quick”, Through January 16, 2022

Contemporary Arts Center (http://www.contemporaryartscenter.org)
“Marwa Arsanios: A Letter Inside a Letter”, Through February 27, 2022

The Cleveland Museum of Art (http://www.clevelandart.org)
“Collecting Dreams: Odilon Redon”, Through January 23, 2022

The Art Institute of Chicago (http://www.artic.edu)
“Barbara Krueger”, September 19, 2021–January 24, 2022

Dayton Art Institute (http://www.daytonartinstitute.org)
“Beyond the Woodblock”, October 2, 2021–March 6, 2022

Detroit Institute of Art (http://www.dia.org)
“Detroit Style: Car Design in the Motor City, 1950–2020”, November 15, 
2020-January 9, 2022

Indianapolis Museum of Art (http://www.imamuseum.org)
“Juan de Pareja: A Painter’s Story”, Opens October 29- 
September 30, 2026

Los Angeles County Museum of Art (http://www.lacma.org)
“Ink Dreams: Selections from the Fondation INK Collection”,  
September 19–December 12

Minneapolis Institute of Art (http://www.artsmia.org)
“The Contemporary Print: 20 Years at Highpoint Editions”, October 9, 
2021-January 9, 2022

Metropolitan Museum of Art, NYC (http://www.metmuseum.org)
5th Ave: “Surrealism Beyond Borders”, Through Jan 30, 2022

Museum of Modern Art, New York (http://www.moma.org)
“Adam Pendleton”, Through Jan 30, 2022

New Orleans Museum of Art (http://www.noma.org)
“Ancestors in Stone”, Through December 31

Carnegie Museum of Art, Pittsburgh (http://www.cmoa.org)
“The Fabricated Landscape”, Through January 17

The Warhol, Pittsburgh (http://www.warhol.org)
“Marisol and Warhol Take New York”, October 14, 2021– 
February 14, 2022

San Francisco Museum of Modern Art (http://www.sfmoma.org)
“Joan Mitchell”, September 4, 2021–January 17, 2022

The Toledo Museum of Art (http://www.toledomuseum.org)
“Chameleon Effects: Glass (Un)Defined”, Through March 27, 2022

The National Gallery of Art, Washington, D.C. (http://www.nga.gov)
“Lynda Benglis”, Through January 2, 2022

The Smithsonian American Art Museum & The Renwick Gallery,  
Washington, D.C. (https://americanart.si.edu/)

“New Glass Now”, October 22, 2021-march 6, 2022
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